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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, PFOR, UR 

SUBJECT: NEW YORK STATE TAX EXEMPTION FOR SMUN WHITE LIST 
PERSONNEL. 

1 . WE HAVE RECEIVED OFFICIAL NOTE DATED MARCH 9, 1976 
FROM SMUN REQUESTING USUN TO ARRANGE FOR SALES TAX 
PRIVILEGES FOR SMUN WHITE LIST PERSONNEL UNDER PERTINENT 
ARTICLES OF VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 
INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF NOTE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST 
REPUBLICS TO THE UNITED NATIONS PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS 
TO THE UNITED STATES MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND 
HAS THE HONOR TO ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING MATTER: 

THE 1961 VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS (ARTICLE 
37) PROVIDES, THAT ADMINISTRATIVE-TECHNICAL PERSONNEL OF 
THE MISSION AND MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES LIVING WITH THEM 
ARE ENTITLED TO PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITY IF THEY ARE NOT 
CITIZENS OF THE HOST COUNTRY OR PERMANENT RESIDENTS OF IT, 
UNDER ARTICLES 29-35 OF THIS CONVENTION. AS IS KNOWN, 

ARTICLE 34 OF THE CONVENTION, WITH THE EXCEPTIONS ENUMERATED 
IN PARAGRAPHS A-F, PROVIDES FOR EXEMPTION FROM ALL TAXES, 
DUTIES AND CUSTOMS, PERSONAL OR REAL, NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND 
MUNICIPAL. 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE STATED AND ALSO CONSIDERING 
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CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, THE USSR MISSION TO THE 
UN HAS THE HONOR TO REQUEST THE US MISSION TO ARRANGE THROUGH 
THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF NEW YORK STATE FOR THE RECEIPT 
OF DOCUMENTS CONCERNING FREEDOM FROM TAXES (TAX EXEMPTION CARDS) 
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE-TECHNICAL PERSONNEL OF THE USSR MISSION 
TO THE UN. A LIST OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE-TECHNICAL PERSONNEL 
OF THE MISSION IS ATTACHED. UNQUOTE 

2. WE PLAN TO INFORM SOVIETS THAT THERE IS NO BASIS FOR 
GRANTING TAX EXEMPTION TO WHITE LIST STAFF. IN THIS REGARD, 

WE INTEND USING STATE'S INSTRUCTION A- 132 OF JULY 30, 1971 
AND STATE'S A-3857 OF MAY 1, 1973. 

3. BEFORE DOING SO, WE WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION THAT 
LEGAL SITUATION PERTAINING TO WHITE LIST TAX EXEMPTION 

IS SAME AS DESCRIBED BY DEPARTMENT IN 1971 AND 1973. 

4. FOR MOSCOW AND LENINGRAD - WE ARE SENDING YOU 
TEXTS OF AIRGRAMS REFERRED TO BY AIR POUCH. 

BENNETT 
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